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Chinese Crisis Management during the EP-3 
Incident: Lessons from the 2001 Sino-U.S. Aircraft 
Collision
井 上  一 郎
Ichiro Inoue
The EP-3 Incident in 2001, where a Chinese military aircraft collided with a U.S. reconnais-
sance aircraft off the coast of Hainan Island, has often been referred to as a model case for cri-
sis management between the two countries. China claimed that the cause of the incident, which 
led to the death of a Chinese PLA pilot, was a sudden turn taken by the U.S. aircraft; the U.S. 
government, however, refused to accept China’s version of the story. China’s requirement of an 
apology from the U.S. and the release of the detained U.S. crew were linked, and both govern-
ments initiated negotiations on the wording of the letter, which the U.S. ambassador handed 
over to Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan to settle the incident. Examining the incident 
in retrospect, we can conclude that even today, the way the Chinese government managed this 
situation can teach us lessons and give us insights on how to settle confl icts with the govern-
ment of the PRC.
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